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Birth and Growing up
Abraham Lincoln was born on 12th February 1809 and died on April 15th, 1865. He served as an American Statesman and a lawyer and later on became the 16th United States President from March 1861 until he was assassinated in April 1865 (Stone, 2017). Lincoln was born in Hodgenville, Kentucky and was brought up on the western frontier in Kentucky and Indiana. His earliest memories were about their home and in particular of a flash flood that washed away the pumpkin and corn seeds that he had helped his father to plant. His father, Thomas Lincoln, had migrated from England to Massachusetts in 1637. 
Childhood and youth
In 1816, December Thomas Lincoln was faced with a lawsuit that challenged his title to his Kentucky farm and later he moved with his family to Indiana. Here, in Indiana, he settled his family on a public land where they were squatters. Together with his family, they put up a temporary structure which provided them with the shelter that they required. Soon, Thomas Lincoln put up a permanent cabin, and later on, he acquired the land where it stood (Stone, 2017). Abraham Lincoln helped his father in attending the farm but he acquired a dislike for hunting and fishing. He was afraid of panther's scream. Once of his unhappiest moments was during his boyhood and his mother died during the autumn of 1818. By then, Abraham was only nine years old, he saw his mother get buried in the forest. He faced winter without the warmth of his mother's love. Fortunately, before the next winter took place, Thomas Lincoln married another wife and brought her to his home in Kentucky (Stone, 2017). He married Sarah Bush Lincoln who was a widow with a boy and two girls. She was good hearted and she treated the two sets of children as if they were borne of her. However, she became fond of Abraham and later on Abraham referred to her as his ‘angel mother.' 
His Stepmother, Sarah Bush Lincoln encouraged Lincoln's taste of reading, however, the original source of his desire to read remained something that no one found; it is still a mystery. His parents are known to have been almost completely illiterate, and he himself acquired little formal education. He once said that his schooling was not consistent and much of his time was spend out of school (Stone, 2017). But, Lincoln could walk for miles in order to borrow a book from his friends who lived far away from their home. ‘Of course, when I came of age I did not know much. However, still I could read and write, but that was all. Seemingly, Abraham Lincoln did not read many books but the little he went through he made sure that he absorbed. Some of the books he read were Daniel Defoe's Robinson Crusoe, John Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress, and Parson Weems's Life and Memorable Actions of George Washington among others.
In 1830 March, Lincoln's family moved from Kentucky to Illinois. By then Abraham Lincoln had attained the age of 21 years and he was almost beginning his own life on his own. He was known for long strides and spoke with a backwoods twang (Nicolay, 2006). Due to his characters such as mimicking and storytelling, his friends were attracted by him; but he was yet to show whatever other abilities he had in possession. On arrival in Illinois, he had no desire to become a farmer and so he decided to try a variety of occupations. He helped his father clear and fence their new farm. He, later on, moved to New Orleans, Louisiana (Thomas, 2008). He, later on, returned to Illinois and settled in New Salem where he worked as a storekeeper, postmaster, and a surveyor. With the coming of the Black Hawk War in 1832, he was listed as a volunteer and elected as the captain of his company. Meanwhile he was aspiring to be a legislator, however, she was defeated in his first trial but later on was repeatedly re-elected to the state assembly.  He also worked as a blacksmith but later on decided in favor of the law. Having already read about mathematics and grammar, he began to study law books. He passed his bar exams in 1836 and began practicing law (Nicolay, 2006).
The following year he moved to Springfield which was now then the new state capital and hence offered many more opportunities for a lawyer than New Salem did. He initially became a partner of John Stuart, then of Stephen T. Logan, and finally of William H. Herndon. Lincoln and Herndon kept few records of their business, and whenever either of them got paid, they split the amount among themselves; it seemed they never had quarrels regarding their sharing of the money that they got. By then Lincoln was bringing home between 1200 to 1500 dollars per annum (Nicolay, 2006). During the same time, the governor of the state was earning a salary of 1200 dollars. He knew that he had to keep on working hard.
 In order to ensure that he was always busy, he found himself following the court as it made the rounds of its circuit.  The following years, he found himself moving from one county seat to another, but most of the cases were pretty and the fees were small. However, with the coming of the railroads in 1850, he was able to travel from one place to another (Thomas, 2008). He served as a lobbyist for the Illinois Central Railroad where he assisted it in getting a charter from the state. Afterward, Lincoln was retained as a regular attorney for the railroad. He defending the railroad company against the efforts of McLean County to tax its property and received the largest single fee of his legal career, 5000 dollars (Nicolay, 2006). He also represented cases that involved other institutions such as banks, insurance companies, and manufacturing firms among others. He also saved the Rock Island Bridge, from the threat of the river transportation interests that demanded the removal of the bridge. He too was involved in several murder case, one of them being his acquaintance Duff Armstrong. The witness argued that he had seen him get involved in the killing, but Lincoln argued that the night was too dark for the witness to see clearly. And with a sincere and moving appeal, Lincoln won an acquittal. About 20 years after launching his legal career, Lincoln had become a successful lawyer in Illinois. He got known for his shrewdness and a practical common sense that enabled him to see to the heart of any legal case.  He was also known for his invariable fairness and utter honesty (Nicolay, 2006). 
His Private life
While at New Salem, Lincoln became acquainted with Ann Rutledge who later on passed on at the age of 22. After a year of the death of her first lover, Lincoln carried on a halfhearted courtship with Mary Owens who later on claimed that Lincoln was not good enough for her and she turned down his proposal. He never got tired and still kept on searching for the love of his life and he started dating Mary Todd. She was known to be high-spirited, quick-witted, and well-educated and she came from a rather distinguished Kentucky family (Nicolay, 2006). Some of her family members frowned on learning that she was engaged to Abraham Lincoln. Initially, she had wondered whether Abraham Lincoln could make her happy. Then on a day in 1841 that Lincoln referred to it as "fatal first of January", the relationship was brought to an end. For some time, Lincoln was overwhelmed by terrible depression and despondency. At long last, the two were reconciled and they got married on November 4th, 1842 (Nicolay, 2006). They had four children, all boys; Edward Baker, William Wallace, Robert Todd and Thomas. After the death of Lincoln, he left the upbringing of their kids largely to her wife, who was alternately strict and lenient in her treatment of them. Earlier in his life, he appeared to have been something of a skeptic and freethinker. He once complained that the Church influence was used against him in politics. However, when he was going for the Congress in 1846, he issued a handbill to deny that he ever had spoken in a disrespectful manner against the church. He argued that he believed in a doctrine of necessity and that the human mind was impelled to action by some power over which it could not control (Nicolay, 2006).
Early Politics
When he first entered politics, Andrew Jackson was then the President of the US. He shared much with the president but he disagreed with his view that the state should be divorced from the economic enterprise. He argued that the government is supposed to do for the community.  He admired Henry Clay and Daniel Webster who were then prominent politicians (Guelzo, 2003). The two politicians, Clay and Webster championed for the government to get involved to encourage businesses and develop the nation's resources by means of a national bank, a protective tariff, and a program of internal improvements for facilitating the transport sector. From the beginning, Lincoln associated himself with the Whigs; Clay and Webster. He was elected four times as a state legislature representing Illinois (Guelzo, 2003).  He was devoted to seeing the state developed, he commissioned the construction of a network of railroads, canals, and highways. They joined hands together to see an omnibus bill pass for the latter projects, but the panic of 1837 and the ensuing business depression saw them abandon these projects.  While in office, he showed that though he was opposed to slavery, he was no abolitionist. Later on, in 1837, the legislature introduced a resolution that condemned abolitionist societies and defended slavery in the Southern States. He refused to vote for the resolutions. Together with his fellow Whigs, they drew up a protest that declared, on one hand, that slavery was founded on both injustice and bad policy (Guelzo, 2003).

The Road to Presidency
Within about five years, Lincoln took little part in politics and then a new sectional crisis gave him a chance to reemerge and rise to statesmanship. In 1854 Stephen Douglas sent through the Congress a bill for reopening the entire Louisiana Purchase to slavery and allowed the settlers of both Nebraska and Kansas to decide for themselves whether to permit slaveholding in their region (Chadwick, 2002).  The Kansas-Nebraska Act brought a lot of differences that provoked violent opposition in Illinois and other states of the old Northwest. It is also during this time when the Republican Party rose and it swayed the Democratic Party. Soon, Lincoln became a Republican in 1856. Before long, some prominent Republicans wanted to attract Douglas but for Lincoln was not for this idea. Lincoln was determined that he should be the Republican Leader and not any other person.  In 1858, he challenged Douglas for the Senate seat and they were all through engaged in politics within Illinois. On May 18, 1860, after Lincoln and his friends had made skillful preparations, he was nominated on the third ballot at the Republican National Convention in Chicago (Chadwick, 2002). He then put aside law practice and though making no stump speeches, he decided to dedicate his full time to the direction of his campaign.  With the Republicans united, the Democrats divided and a total of four candidates in the field, Lincoln won the presidential elections on November 6.
His Death
[bookmark: _GoBack]Abraham Lincoln was assassinated by John Wilkes Booth on April 14, 1865. He was attending a play at Ford's Theatre as the American Civil War was drawing to a close (Chadwick, 2002). Before his assassination, both Robert Lee and the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia had surrendered. Booth learned that Lincoln was to attend the Ford's Theatre and he formulated a plan with his co-conspirators to assassinate the President at the venue. Once his haters learned his death they were happy. But as for the African-American, this was a moment of sorrow and they were moved; they had lost their leader. In a larger sense, the outpouring of the grief and anguish was in response to the deaths of so many men in the war that had just been concluded.
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